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proposal to meet the President of the United States on American
soil and that this proposal is generally approved, even among the
military, in view of the absolute necessity of arriving at a settlement
with the United States because of the economic situation. Delega-
tions representing important political groups are said to have met
with the Prime Minister and to have given him assurance that his
endeavours to attain an agreement with the United States will be
supported by the Japanese nation as a whole. Although these
groups apparently feel that the American position has already been
met by the Japanese Government, they also declare that, since if
the conference is held it would be unthinkable for Prince Konoye
to return to Japan from a mission which had ended in failure, the
American terms would perforce have to be accepted by the Prime
Minister. Importance is attached by the above-mentioned groups to
the following facts : namely, that close police surveillance is now
being exercised over German elements in Japan ; that on the anni-
versary of the conclusion of the Tripartite Pact the Prime Minister
purposely absented himself from Tokyo ; and that the celebration
of the anniversary was observed to a minimum degree.
ONLY PRINCE KONOYE CAN SAVE THE PEACE
October 3, 1941
Another Japanese tells me that unless our current conversations
should come to a successful head soon, they would undoubtedly be
wrecked by the growing opposition of extremist and pro-Axis elements
in Japan, and that in such a case the Konoye cabinet would probably
fall and no other Japanese statesman than Prince Konoye could
succeed in coming to an understanding with the United States. I
listened politely and then told him that I was in constant touch
with the Japanese Government through the Foreign Minister, who
naturally was keeping me informed of all these considerations, and
that naturally I was constantly conveying to my Government an
accurate picture and appraisal of conditions in Japan.
MUKDEN'S WHITE RUSSIANS MOBILIZE FOR JAPAN
October 6, 1941
On October 3 all Mukden White Russians were summoned to a
mass meeting by the police, where they were told that all members
of their community, male and female, between eighteen and thirty-
five, must at once procure uniforms in a style specified; that very
shortly they would be given physical training and that they must
hold themselves ready for service of a nature to be specified later.
They were then addressed by an officer of the special service section
of the Japanese Army, who told them that within sixty days an emer-
gency situation would exist in Manchuria and that they must expect

